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Festival Patron, Loyd Grossman, says ‘Treasure your treasures’  

 
‘Treasure your treasures!’ is the clarion call for Heritage Open Days 2016 as organisers make 
history matter in the UK’s biggest annual grassroots celebration of cultural heritage. Across 
England, bands of bell ringers will ring the changes in church towers and cathedrals, costumed 
interpreters will bring to life historical heroes and heroines, stories will be shared, doors to 
hidden places unbolted and gates to secret gardens flung open.  
 
Over 45,000 people will step up to the mark to give their time, creativity and skills in a cavalcade 
of free walks, talks, tours, open houses, exhibitions, performances and demonstrations. 
 
Patron Loyd Grossman, explains “Heritage Open Days and its army of volunteers play an 
important role in championing our wonderfully diverse local heritage, opening up doors and 
keeping access free for these very special four days every year. Don’t miss this once-a-year chance 
to be a tourist in your own town and treasure the treasures on your doorstep.” 

 
Clara Govier, Head of Charities at People’s Postcode Lottery, said: “This is the second year that 
players have supported Heritage Open Days, which continues to grow, not only in the number of 
events, but the diversity and quality of activities right across England.  We look forward to seeing 
thousands of people sharing the hidden histories on their doorstep and making a difference to 
their communities this September.” 

 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


 

NEW HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2016! 
 

Events to keep the kids happy 
 

With every event being free to enter, Heritage Open Days provides a great way to 
spend a day out with the family. Here’s a small selection of some new activities for 

young and old to get hands on with history: 
 

• Children aged seven and over can learn how e-fits help solve crime during two identikit 
sessions at a Criminal Photofit day at Essex Police Museum. They’ll have the chance to 
create a wanted poster using a 1970s photofit kit and then create a modern day version on 
iPads using an eye witness description of a suspect.  

 

• Visit Lord & Lady Byron in the grounds of their home Burgage Manor in Southwell, 
Nottinghamshire. Experience living history and combat at arms with Escafeld Medieval 
Society. Watch in amazement at the flying display by Hawkeye Falconry and try your hand 
at wattle & daub making with the Company of Artisans. Find out about the history of the 
House of Correction site and witness a witch trial in the Old Court House. 

 

• The Vikings are back at Polesworth Abbey in Warwickshire! Take a trip to some of 
the earliest times of the Abbey visiting our Saxon encampment where you can take part in 
many activities such as archery, calligraphy, coin making and much more!  Will the Vikings 
take the Abbey?  Take your place as the battle commences! 

 

 
Lives less ordinary 

 
Celebrate the incredible lives of some of England’s legendary and lesser known 

historical heroes at some great new events for this year including: 
 

• Meet the greatest Tudor scientist, William Gilberd at a Tudor Science Day in Colchester. 
Physician to Elizabeth I and James I, he was the first to use the word "electric" and 
speculated on the unimaginable immensity of the Universe.  His work on magnets was very 
influential among early scientists in the rest of Europe, most notably Galileo, who stated 
that William Gilberd was "great to a degree that is enviable".   

 
• Dr Johnson's House on Gough Square in London, is a charming 300-year-old townhouse, 

nestled amongst a maze of courts and alleys in the historic City of London.  Samuel 
Johnson, the writer and wit, lived and worked here in the middle of the eighteenth century, 
compiling his great 'Dictionary of the English Language' in the Garret.   

 
• Look out for an original sedan chair in Winchester which will be on display to mark the 

forthcoming 200th anniversary of the death of Jane Austen who lived in College Street 
when she came to the City in May 1817.   

 



  
 

Living history 
 

Places still in use today with fascinating stories to tell about modern day life, newly 
participating in Heritage Open Days this year: 

 
• Take a self guided tour of The Chorlton Eco Show Home, Chorltonville, Manchester. 

The lovingly restored arts and crafts property  now encompasses over 100 eco-design 
features, technologies and systems.  

 
• Walk in the footsteps of the rich and famous on the famous balcony at Liverpool Town 

Hall where once stood, the Beatles, both City Premier Leeague Football Clubs and our 
Queen. Discover one of the finest surviving 18th century buildings with its splendid Flemish 
wooden fireplace and a floor made up of hand-painted tiles. The Large Ballroom contains 
three of the finest Georgian chandeliers in Europe weighing over one ton each and at each 
end of the room are two enormous mirrors specially designed so that people could admire 
themselves during balls and banquets.  

 
• Discover the story of the fishing industry off the coast of Fleetwood in Lancashire on 

board the Heritage Trawler, Jacinta in the Fish Dock.  See where the fish were stored, 
view the bridge, accommodation, galley and mess rooms and a host of pictures and models 
of trawlers in the museum. 

 

Wet, wet, wet 
 

A new programme of water-themed events for this year will celebrate the stories of 
canals and rivers, seasides, swimming pools, streams and spas! 

 
• Visitors to Knutsford will be invited to mark the Canute Millennnial by crossing the River 

Lilly following in the footsteps of King Canute who arrived in Cheshire in 1016. 
 

• Buxton will celebrate the story of the Spa with a trail that takes visitors through the 
town’s history from the mineral water’s famous source to the success of the University of 
Derby in training students across the world in Spa management.  

 
• Winchester Lido has been a military base, a dance hall and a bingo club, but was once the 

best equipped swimming pool and club house in England designed and built in the 1930s.  
Bring the family for a tour of the building and a history gallery of documenting the changing 
fortunes of this wonderful community venue. 

 
 
 

 



History in the making 

From weaving to rope winding, Heritage Open Days events offer an opportunity to 
get hands on with the history of some our oldest crafts and making traditions, many 

new for this year including; 
 

• Discover the fascinating history of saffron-growing in North Norfolk at the Prince Wales 
House in Kings Lynn.  

 
• Try making a coat hook out of a nail in the ‘have a go’ blacksmithing session at the British 

Ironwork Centre, Aston Hall, Oswestry, Shropshire.   
 

• Find out how the Marston Vale Railway Line serviced the clay working and brickworks at 
Brogborough and Stewartby in Bedfordshire at the Ridgmont Station Heritage 
Centre where you can visit the restored Victorian Booking Office. 

 

 

Military Treasures 

From battle re-enactments, gunpowder, archery and sword fights to Second World 
War espionage, there’s a Heritage Open Days event for everyone fascinated by 

military history this year: 
 

• A new programme in Thetford will include ‘Terrific Tanks!’ at the Ancient House 
Museum of Thetford Life. Discover the secret new weapon tested close by and find out 
how it helped win WWI. Meet a WWI soldier, handle some real artefacts from the time 
and make a mini tank to take home.  You can also take part in the Former Atomic 
Weapons Bunker Tours led by Keith and Margot Eldred around this Scheduled Monument 
to the Cold War, where the atom bombs Blue Danube and Red Beard were maintained in 
the late 50s and early 60s. Dare you climb the 25 ft watchtower? 

 
• Lord Hill's Column on St John’s Hill, Shrewsbury is a magnificent Doric Column 

(47.5m) with 172 cantilevered spiral stairs leading to a viewing platform with panoramic 
views over the beautiful county of Shropshire.  This is a great  introduction to the life of 
General Rowland, Lord Hill.  The Column and statue of Lord Hill (5.2m) are in their 
bicentennial year, having been completed in 1816, one year after the battle of Waterloo. 

 
• Visit the Cable Hut at Cuckmere Haven in Seaford, which was built in 1911 as a 

telegraph relay station between London and France.  It’s located in the Seaford Head 
Nature Reserve just below the iconic coastguard cottages built in the 1800s. The cables 
were cut during WWII and the hut turned into a gun emplacement. It was restored in 
1947 and has been used as a fishing hut. Visitors will be able to see old photographs of its 
history and evidence of the cable that ran to France.  

 



Ringing the Changes 

As part of our ‘Challenge 500’ partnership with the Central Council of Church Bell 
Ringers, visitors will have free access to climb hundreds of bell towers in churches and 
Cathedrals, where bell ringing bands will give hands-on demonstrations to learn about 

the peculiarly English tradition of change ringing. 
 

• Climb the 170 steps up Wakefield Cathedral tower for magnificent views of the city and 
the surrounding countryside from the tallest spire in Yorkshire, rising another 49 metres 
above the top of the tower.  

 
• There’s an opportunity to meet the bell ringing team at Leicester Cathedral and enjoy a 

bell tower tour for a talk on the art of bellringing and campanology.  See a fine set of bells 
which were recast and rehung in 1937 by John Taylor and Son of Loughborough. 

 

• An Arts and Performance Centre in Chester that was formerly the Church of St Mary on 
the Hill will be opened by members of the Chester Decorative and Fine Arts Society. Find 
out how the building was commissioned in 1350 to serve the growing needs of the garrison 
at Chester Castle, meet the bell ringers who will explain more about the art of change bell 
ringing. 
 

How does your garden grow? 

To celebrate 2016 as Year of the English Garden and marking the 300th anniversary 
of Capability Brown, Heritage Open Days will showcase some of the most stunning 

public and private gardens in England. There’ll also be free access to the gardens and 
houses at a selection of National Trust properties as well as lesser known private and 
public secret green spaces and community gardening projects with fascinating stories 

to tell. 
 

• Cross one of only four Palladian bridges in the world at Prior Park Landscape Garden and 
take in sweeping views of the World Heritage City of Bath. Learn about the mysteries 
surrounding Capability Brown in this landscape garden where there's lots for kids to enjoy 
too. Go bug hunting on the rotten trail, bring a kite to fly from the viewpoint or pick up a 
50 Things to do before you before you're 11 and 3/4 book and tick off some of the 
activities, such as climb a really big hill or catch a falling leaf. 

 
• Take a tour of The Secret Garden in the railway town of Wolverton, Milton Keynes 

where members of the local community have transformed a piece of derelict land into a 
new green space for the enjoyment of all. Meet the volunteers and discover the history of 
Wolverton’s Secret Garden, including the previous occupants of the site. 

 



• Berrington Hall in Leominster, Herefordshire is a Neo-classical mansion with fine 
interiors, set in Capability Brown's final landscape masterpiece. Discover Capability 
Brown's ingenious design, with sweeping vistas, concealed ha-ha and serpentine lake on one 
of our parkland walks. Celebrations for the 300th anniversary include contemporary art 
installations from 'Red Earth', exquisite paper costumes by Denise Watson of 'Delicarta'; 
and an Embroiderers' Guild exhibition inspired by the colours and design of Brown's final 
landscape at Berrington. Dress up in the 'Wig and Bum' shop and discover what life was 
like below stairs. 

 

Love architecture? 

Following last year’s success, Heritage Open Days and Love Architecture, RIBA’s 
public engagement programme, are teaming up again to tell the stories of the 

nation’s buildings, past, present and future. Join guided tours across the country to 
celebrate some of England’s finest architectural designs old and new. 

 
• Visit Crownhill Crematorium in Milton Keynes for a guided tour of the award winning 

'Oak Chapel' led by Architects Adrian Morrow.  Organised in parallel with tours of the 
adjacent Willow Chapel by architect Peter Hall, tours will allow visitors to access both 
buildings, one after the other.   

 
• The Mighty Compton Organ will take centre stage at Stockport's Grade II* listed Art 

Deco Super Cinema and Variety Theatre where there’s an opportunity to experience the 
magnificence of the UK's only venue of its genre still trading in her original capacity.   
Special free to attend guided tours will give you the opportunity of seeing behind the 
scenes in areas not normally accessible to the general public, whilst cinema presentations 
and musical interludes throughout the day will transport you back to the glorious 1930s 
when The Plaza was built.  

 
• Take an architecture tour at the University of Leicester to discover more about the 

notable range and importance of the campus architecture. This includes a rare opportunity 
to see inside the Engineering Building, described as one of the ten most inspiring buildings 
in Britain. Also enjoy some of the finest views across Leicester from the Charles Wilson 
Building. 

 
ENDS 

 
For more information about events in your area and images contact : Harriet Roberts, 
Heritage Open Days Media Manager.  Telephone 07850 959 898  Email  
harriet.roberts@heritageopendays.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Notes to Editors: 
 
About Heritage Open Days 
 
• Heritage Open Days is the largest heritage festival in the country; in 2015, over 4,800 events welcomed more 

than three million visitors across England. Every single Heritage Open Days event is free, including access to many 
sites that usually charge for admission. For details and opening times, visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk . 

• Heritage Open Days is co-ordinated and promoted nationally by the National Trust with funding by players of 
People’s Postcode Lottery, and run locally by a large range of organisations (including civic societies, heritage 
organisations, and local councils, community champions and thousands of enthusiastic volunteers). 

• Heritage Open Days is England’s contribution to European Heritage Days, taking place across 50 countries. Other 
events in the UK are Doors Open Days in Scotland (www.doorsopendays.org.uk); Open Doors Days in Wales 
(www.cadw.wales.gov.uk/opendoors/?lang=en); European Heritage Open Days in Northern Ireland 
(www.ehsni.gov.uk); Open House London (www.open-city.org.uk). 
 

 
About People’s Postcode Lottery 
 
•         People’s Postcode Lottery is a charity lottery. Players play with their postcodes to win cash prizes while raising 
money for charities and good causes across Great Britain and globally 
•         People’s Postcode Lottery is an External Lottery Manager and manages multiple society lotteries promoted by 
different causes supporting a range of charities. For details on which society lottery is running each week, visit 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/society 
•         Postcode Lottery Limited is regulated by the Gambling Commission under certificate nr 000-000829-N-
102511-010 and 000-000829-R-102513-009. Registered office: Titchfield House, 69/85 Tabernacle Street, London, 
EC2A 4RR 
•         People’s Postcode Lottery players support the following Trusts – Postcode African Trust, Postcode Animal 
Trust, Postcode Care Trust, Postcode Children Trust, Postcode Community Trust, Postcode Culture Trust, Postcode 
Dream Trust, Postcode Earth Trust, Postcode Global Trust, Postcode Green Trust, Postcode Heroes Trust, Postcode 
Local Trust, Postcode Planet Trust, Postcode Support Trust, People’s Postcode Trust and Postcode Sport Trust. 
These Trusts are funded entirely by players and support a variety of good causes. For further information on each 
charity, visit: www.postcodelottery.co.uk/charities 
•         £10 for 10 draws paid monthly in advance with prizes every day. For further prize information visit: 
www.postcodelottery.co.uk/prizes 
•         A minimum of 27.5% goes directly to charities and players have raised £113.8 Million for good causes across 
the country 
•         Maximum amount a single ticket can win is 10% of the draw revenue to a maximum of £400,000 
•         Players can sign up by Direct Debit, credit card or PayPal online at www.postcodelottery.co.uk, or by calling 
0808 10-9-8-7-6-5 
•         This prize was part of the draw promoted by Postcode Local Trust and Postcode Sport Trust 
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